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Overview and objectives
This document outlines the application process and 
structures for allocation of funds from Liverpool BID 
Company to projects and events across arts and culture. 

We offer two level of grants – small and large. Those who 
wish to apply for a small grant of less than £5,000 can apply 
for up to 100% of the total cost of their project.  Those who 
wish to apply for a larger grant can apply for up to 50% of 
the total cost of their project. The maximum amount of 
money available per application is £10,000. 

We want to ensure Liverpool BID Company’s key objectives 
are met. These include: • Driving footfall in to the city centre • 
Improving the city perspective • Show innovation and help 
showcase Liverpool as a thriving city • Ensure the arts have a 
future for the city • Meet sustainable values and ESG 
objectives • Identify a commitment to equality and diversity.



Who do we fund?

• Liverpool BID Company welcome funding applications to the Culture & 
Commerce BID from the following areas: 

• 1) Existing BID Levy Payers;
• 2) Non BID Levy Payers who are formally constituted, not-for-profit, 

organisations. This could include charities, CICs and CIOs which have public 
benefit to be committed to delivering activity that increases public access to 
the visual arts more generally; 

• 3) Non BID Levy Payers who are organisations which may include but are not 
restricted to museums, galleries, historic houses, archives and libraries, 
agencies and festivals. 

• 4) Local authorities 

• Unfortunately, we are unable to support the following: Individuals or 
unincorporated bodies directly (unless an application is submitted by or with 
the formal written agreement of an eligible organisation (as described above).



When and how do we fund?

We have two funding rounds which take place during the Spring and 
Autumn. 

The deadlines for those are as follows: 

• Monday 29th June 2026 at 5 pm
• Monday 21st September 2026 at 5 pm

Written applications and any requested supporting documents should be 
emailed to info@liverpoolbidcompany.com before the deadline. 

We use a matrix to score projects to make sure they will deliver additionality 
across the city centre and meet the strategic aims of Liverpool BID 
Company. By using the guidelines in any application to Liverpool BID 
Company you will answer the questions guided by the scoring matrix.



In your application

1.Strategic Alignment 
The application should demonstrate:
• innovation and helping showcase Liverpool as a 
thriving city;
• meeting sustainable values and ESG objectives;
• identifying a commitment to equality, diversity 
and inclusion. 

2.Benefit to Levy Payers 
The application should demonstrate: 
• which area/s of the BID will benefit;
• A levy payer or supported or referred by a Levy 
Payer;
• value for money and measurable outcomes;
• benefit better working for Levy Payers;
• market intelligence to meet the needs of Levy 
Payers.

3.Sustainability
The application should demonstrate:
• a full income and expenditure budget breakdown; 
• what other sources of funding have been 
identified; 
• how funding would enable the project to develop 
for the future; 
• a development plan that shows a diversity of 
income streams for the future; 
• clear sustainable goals and measurable outcomes. 

4.Marketing 
The application should demonstrate:
• promotional opportunities for BID areas; 
• how Levy payers can get involved;
• how the project contributes to the profile of 
Liverpool.



About your organisation

Please include the following information in your application:

• the legal name of your organisation, as it appears in your constitution;
• the registered address of organisation;
• what type of organisation you are;
• your registration number if you have one (charity number / company number);
• you VAT Number if you are VAT registered;
• most recent annual report and accounts if applicable; • a timescale for your project;
• any partnerships that are necessary to deliver the project;
• experience of delivering similar projects;
• how much funding you are requesting from the Liverpool BID;
• lead contact details for the grant application. 

This person should be responsible for completing the application, providing additional information if requested, receiving 
the grant, signing the Grant Funding Agreement and providing any evaluation / feedback. We will notify you of the 
outcome of your application within one week of the funding decision being made. The decision of the panel is final. If you 
have any questions about the application process, please contact info@liverpoolbidcompany.com for assistance.



Key to note

If successful with your application 
please note your organisation is 
expected to deliver the event. 
Please ensure your fund covers all 
delivery of project and events as 
Liverpool BID Company cannot 
commit to delivering or marketing 
events at additional cost. 

Please ensure your application 
allocates time for full council 
guidelines including full 
documentation for attending 
Safety Advisory Groups.
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